Preferential binding of bacteriophage Mu repressor to supercoiled Mu DNA.
It was shown, using a relatively simple assay, that Mu repressor, cI, binds specifically to a region which spans the leftmost HindIII cleavage site on the phage genome. This extends the observations of Kwoh and Zipser [Nature (London) 277, 489-491 (1979)], who were able to define a binding region to the left of this site. These results provide support for the idea that the eight blocks of repeated DNA sequences, which also span the HindIII cleavage site, are involved in repressor binding. These results also indicate that cI repressor has a marked preference for supercoiled DNA.